


What fire doors do 

 Fire doors save lives and property 
 

 They are part of a building’s passive fire 
protection system and are fundamental to most 
fire strategies for buildings 
 

 They provide critical protection within a building 
such as escape routes (stairs and corridors) and 
places of relative safety, and in separating 
different fire hazards in a building. 



What’s important about fire doors? 

 To save lives, fire doors must work correctly. 

 They must be tested and third-party certificated to BS 476 Part 22 or BS EN 1634 Part 1. 

 They must be fitted with the correct and compatible components suited to the door leaf 

and its purpose. 

 Like any fire safety device they should be installed and maintained by competent 

personnel. 

 A fire door’s performance should never be compromised by: 

 Fitting incorrect glazing and ironmongery 

 Altering or adapting the door leaf on site 

 Using incorrect frames 

 Avoiding the use of intumescent seals 

 Poor installation and maintenance 

 Propping a fire door open 



Did you know? 

 About 3 million new fire doors are bought and installed every year 

in the UK. 

 The vast majority of fire doors are made from timber. 

 In  a recent survey among fire risk assessors, they reported: 

 80% of escape routes were obstructed 

 65% of fire doors were wedged open 

 85% had door closers disconnected 

 Leaving fire doors wedged or propped open disregards the safety 

of others. It is also against the law. 

 A review of 100 cases under the RRO, fire doors are the second 

highest reason for prosecutions. 

 ALL fire doors should be fitted with intumescent seals  

 They expand 5-10 times their original size sealing the gaps 

around the perimeter of the door, and holding the door 

construction firmly in place. 

 Some may also need smoke seals and/or acoustic seals. 

 Essential ironmongery for fire doors MUST be CE Marked. Fire 

doors themselves are not required to be marked (yet). 



Why Fire Door Safety Week? 

 To create awareness of the critical role of fire doors, drawing 

attention to specific issues such as poor installation and 

maintenance. 

 

 To encourage building owners and users to check the operation 

and condition of their fire doors – and to report those that aren’t 

satisfactory. 

 

 A neutral platform for organisations with common interests in 

the fire door and passive fire protection industries. 

 

 To engage and educate . . . .   

 Assisting specifiers, merchants, installers, inspectors, 

surveyors and users in the correct specification, supply, 

installation & operation of fire doors. 

 
* Fire Door Safety Week is the brainchild of BWF-CERTIFIRE Fire Door and Doorset 

Scheme and supported by a wide range of industry bodies 

 



Who’s involved in Fire Door Safety Week? 

Fire Door 
Safety 
Week 

Manufacturers 
& Merchants 

Contractors & 
Installers 

Surveyors & 
Inspectors 

Building 
Owners & 

Users 



Communication campaign 

 www.firedoorsafetyweek.co.uk 

 Promoted by fire industry bodies, trade 

associations and supporters 

 Including F&R Services | Fire Kills  

 Twitter / Facebook / LinkedIn 

 National and local events 

 Trade, national and local PR campaign 

 

http://www.firedoorsafetyweek.co.uk/


How you can spread the word 

 Pledge support on the website. 

 Download the Toolkit: 

 Logo and web banners 

 Pro-forma press release / key messages 

 Pro-forma letter to local MPs 

 Use logo, banners etc. on your website. 

 Include in your email signatures. 

 Tweet  and blog about it (#firedoorsafetyweek). 

 Inform your media contacts. 

 Target particularly vulnerable sectors: 

 Schools, Universities, Hotels, Care Homes 

 Work with local Fire and Rescue Services. 

Creating ‘noise’ about fire doors 



What can you do? 

16-21 September 2013 

 Take a presence in local builders merchants outlets to reach 

contractors and small builders. 

 Run a communications campaign or leaflet drop to tell your 

tenants about fire door safety. 

 Hold a free CPD session for local businesses about fire door 

safety. 

 Upload our logo and put a link to Fire Door Safety Week on your 

website.  

 Send an email to all your customers saying you support Fire 

Door Safety Week. 

 Plan your own local event and we will promote it on the Fire 

Door Safety Week website. 

 

 

 

A focal point for everyone’s PR 



IMPORTANT MESSAGES 
Do’s and Don’ts for our main audiences 



Do’s and Do not’s  - To stay safe 

Do 

 Specify and use third-party certificated 

fire doors and components 

 

 Buy fire doors, frames and components 

from certificated companies 

 

 Check the certificate matches the door 

 

 Make sure you have the correct 

certification for the door’s intended use 
 Make sure you check! 

 

 Install and maintain fire doors using 

competent personnel 

 

 Make sure that ironmongery 

components are CE marked 

Do Not 

 Fit a fire door like any other door (It’s 

not – it’s an engineered safety device) 

 

 Cut vision panels and other holes on 

site 

 

 Patch up a fire door 

 

 Take risks by reducing the specification 

 

 Disconnect a fire door closer 

 

 Prop or wedge a fire door open 

 



Installers and maintainers  
10 things to remember about fire doors 

1. They are a vital safety device engineered to save lives and property. 

2. They are part of a buildings passive fire protection system - Stick to the Spec! 

3. They provide protection for lives and property in the event of a fire. 

4. They must be tested and certificated to show that the design will work in a fire. 

5. A door leaf is not tested on its own. It’s tested as a complete assembly – including 

frame, seals and essential ironmongery. 

6. You can only be certain that the door is reliable if you use 3rd-party certificated doors 

and components. 

7. Any glazing should be undertaken ONLY by competent persons, licensed or 

certificated to carry out that work. 

8. Fire doors should ONLY be installed, inspected and maintained by competent persons. 

9. Taking risks with fire doors means taking risks with lives and property. 

10. Fire doors should never be propped or wedged open. 



Building owners   
10 things to check on your fire doors 

1. Look for a label, a plug or similar marking to show that it’s certificated.  

2. Make sure the door leaf isn’t damaged, warped or twisted. 

3. Ensure it closes correctly around all parts of the frame. 

4. Check that the closer shuts the door onto the latch from any position – we suggest 

about 75mm from the closed position. 

5. Check the gap around the door frame is constant and around 3-4 mm. 

6. Check the hinges are firmly fixed into the door and frame with no missing screws. 

7. Ensure that the seals at the top and sides of the door are not damaged or missing. 

8. Make sure any glass and the beads holding the glass are fitted firmly. 

9. Make sure the door is not wedged or propped open and is marked correctly with 

appropriate signage. 

10. Get your doors inspected by a competent inspector. 



Residents & building users  
5 things to check on fire doors 

1. Look for a label, a plug or similar marking on the top or the edge of the door to show 
that it’s certificated. 

2. Ensure the door closes correctly around all parts of the frame and that the closer is 
fitted securely. 

3. Check the hinges are firmly fixed into the door and frame with no missing screws. 
4. Make sure the door is not damaged or wedged  or propped open and has no large 

gaps between the door / doorframe. 

5. Check that the door is marked correctly with the appropriate signage. 
 

Report any problems to the maintenance department 



We look forward to your support 


